THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

up at the beginning of each march, and when
camping at night, they felt the cold acutely.
They were always tired-out by the end of
the day,

On December 27th Bowers wrote : * There
Is something the matter with our sledge or
our team, as we have an awful slog to keep
up with the others. I asked Dr. BUI and he
said their sledge ran very evenly. Ours is
nothing but a desperate drag with constant
rallies to keep up- We certainly manage to
do so, but I am sure we cannot keep this up
for long. We are all pretty well done up
to-night after doing 13*3 miles. Our sal-
vation Is on the summits of the ridges, where
hard neve and sastrugi obtain, and wre skip
over this slippery stuff and make up lost
ground easily. In soft snow the other team
draw steadily ahead, and it is fairly heart-
breaking to know you are pulling your life
out hour after hour while they go along with
little apparent effort.5

Next day the two teams changed over and
found conclusively that Evans's sledge was
the cause of the trouble, it having been dis-
torted by bad strapping and bad loading.
Oates had nearly lost his sleeping-bag a few
days earlier, through not fastening it on tight
enough, and in order to avoid such a fatal
calamity the second party had gone to the

96